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Introduction

Official Name


Republiek Suriname (Republic of Suriname)

Capital City


Paramaribo

Area



163,829 km2

Population


495,000

Population Groups 
Creole, Hindustani, Javanese, Marroon, Indigenous, Chinese, Lebanese

Official Language

Dutch

Currency


Suriname Dollar

University


Anton de Kom University of Suriname

Faculties
Law, Medicine, Natural Sciences, Technology, 
Social Sciences

Neighbouring countries
Guyana, French Guiana, Brazil

School and Public Libraries in Suriname

The Library Department falls under the Directorate of Education of the Ministry of Education and Community Development. Hence, the department is a government agency and is fully dependent upon the government in terms of human resources and finances.

The Library Department comprises two sections:

1. the Algemene Onderwijs Bibliotheek (central school library)

2. the Schoolmediatheekdienst (instructional media department)

Ad 1. The central school library is a special library accessible to students as of the third class of junior general secondary school.

Ad 2. The instructional media department is responsible for the establishment and management of instructional materials centers in schools throughout the country.

The instructional materials center is the place students can go to at any time for books or information to further their general knowledge or their studies.

The instructional materials center is managed by a Teacher-Librarian. The Teacher-Librarian is a teacher who after having followed an in-service training, is employed at the instructional materials center. The TL (as they are called for short) must see to it that a information is available at the instructional materials center.

The Library Department installs instructional materials centers at all types of schools, including schools for primary education and junior and senior general secondary schools.

The Care for the Instructional Materials Center

a. The Location

The instructional materials center is located in a classroom in the school. It is our endeavour to situate the instructional materials center as centrally as possible so that the students will pass its location frequently. The instructional materials center must attract the attention. The extent to which this is feasible depends on the physical condition of the school. Schools which do not have an unoccupied classroom usually proceed to build an annex. The resources needed for this they usually obtain through fundraising activities

b. The furnishings

· The place of the books on the shelves. Narrative books are categorized according to age brackets which we indicate with the codes AA, A, B C.

For non-fiction literature we use a numerical classification system. The full name is SCHEMA VOOR INDELING VAN SYSTEMATISCHE LITERATUUR IN OPENBARE BIBLIOTHEKEN – PLAN FOR CLASSIFICATION OF SYSTEMATIC LITERATURE IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES (S.I.S.O.). This is a Dutch classification system intended for public libraries.

We will initiate a pilot project to study the Z.I.ZO. (ZONDER INSPANNING ZOEKEN – SEEKING WITHOUT EFFORT) system. This is a Belgian system which refers to the different scientific areas with a color strip. The purpose is to make it easier for the youth to find their favourite subject.

Books and magazines are made available mostly by the Library Department. There is also the possibility to include in the collection books that were bought by the school (T.L.) after these have been assessed by the head of the department. It is also possible to approach other institutions, for example welfare services and non-governmental organizations. The instructional materials center is an integrated entity. Donations are not kept separate, but are incorporated in the whole.

· The newspaper

To encourage the reading of newspapers, the Teacher Librarian buys the papers every day. The students can read the newspapers in the library.

· Display of various implements and industrial products

This material is suitable for illustrating things in class. Schoolteachers may loan this material from the instructional materials center at any time to show it to the students. The responsibility for the collection of materials rests with the Teacher Librarian.

To further supplement the written material in the instructional materials center, biological objects such as an aquarium, herbarium, terrarium, aviary, etc., are in place.

The biology project

The instructional media department also maintains the “Biology Project”. This requires the preservation of all sorts of animal species and parts or organs of animals. Diluted alcohol is used for the preservation of animals. Among the commonest animals are snakes, lizards, fish, embryos of mammals, etc.

A Teacher Librarian may acquire a basic package at a  small contribution. The biology project is self-supporting as regards the acquisition of material. When a TL has an animal she wants to have preserved, she may take it to the department.

A collection of stuffed birds is also available. The Biology Project is headed by a biology teacher who has taken courses in preserving animals.

This teacher is also specialized in fixing up aquariums.

The animals on alcohol are stored in self-made glass containers. The containers are made of remaining window glass cut to size and glued together. It is a highly interesting undertaking and students stare their eyes out on, for example, the leg of a deer, or the lung of a cow.

Activities of the T.L.

A. The Lending Week

In this week, the following activities are carried on:

1. The loan of books to the entire school in accordance with a schedule (roster). Students visit the instructional materials center as a class, accompanied by the homeroom teacher. Teachers as well as students may lend only one book at a time.

B. The Information Week

1. The Teacher Librarian and the students talk about subjects which do not come up for discussion in class. The Teacher Librarian talks about subjects in which the students are interested. Topical subjects.

Furthermore, special speakers are invited. Much in favour are: the youth affairs department of the Ministry of Justice and Police, the foundation Stichting Lobi for sex education, writers of children’s books. The foundation for nature conservation Stichting Natuurbehoud is frequently asked to show films.

Important in this is that the Teacher Librarian holds a brief presentation to introduce the subject and after that allows the students to speak as much as possible.


Sources: other than teaching aids used at school, namely:

· documentation from the A.O.B.

· documentation from the own multimedia center

· sources from outside the above libraries which require selection.

2. Book Reviews

The child’s active participation is a requirement, for example talking about an award-winning book. The content of the information week will not be determined only by the TL – if there is a good cooperative relation, she will allow school managers, teachers, students and others an opportunity to comment on the composition of a programme of subjects.

The subjects discussed will be evaluated at school meetings. This also applies to other activities of the instructional materials center.

3. Reading aloud and Storytelling

The TL must often read aloud and tell stories. This, to promote listening skills and command of the language. Also the reading skills since many children still have difficulties reading. They need additional coaching. The TLs participate in a reading project, whereby poor readers are removed from class for coaching purposes. Books are also read in class.

4. The supervision over students in activities organized by the school or the instructional materials center. In this, the instructional materials center functions as information center.

5. The Teacher Librarian makes educational day trips with her students a few times during the school year. Excursions to companies such as the State Oil Company, Suralco, the soft drinks plant, the Netherlands Embassy, etc., are much appreciated.

The Documentation

Apart from books and magazines, there are many useful written articles about all sorts of subjects. 

The documentation is composed of:

· newspapers, magazines, textbooks, reviews of writers;

· folders with information on topical events, both national and international;

· folders with elaborated subjects, stated by school managers, personnel and students;

· visual aids in support of class teaching

· audio-visual material (TV and Video, slide projector, etc.) to illustrate the informative lessons.

Duties of the T.L.

· To collect the such articles and make them accessible 

Sources:
Newspapers (must be bought every day)



Publications of institutions, folders, brochures



Documentation of the A.O.B.

The T.L. shall interest institutions, companies, etc., in making available their publications to this end. The purpose of these actions is to demand attention for current events, to provide material for talks, notes, etc.

A documentation box/folder may be started for the filing of these cuttings.

Finally, it should be mentioned that the success of the instructional materials centers is partly determined by the extent to which other teachers and school managers devote themselves to the center.

They shall assist the T.L. by:

· indicating the literature that should be available in the center;

· tapping sources to obtain visual material, and 

· suggesting subjects for informative lessons.

They also help to determine the quality and quantity of the information originating from the instructional materials center.

Student Contribution

Every student is required to make an annual contribution to the instructional materials center. The contribution is fixed and announced at the beginning of the school year. It shall be paid at the same time as the enrolment fee. The school manager will hand the full amount over to the T.L. If necessary, a bank account may be opened.

The students’ contributions will be used for the acquisition of the materials needed, such as, scissors, notebooks, adhesive tape, stamps, ink, glue, etc. It is also needed for furnishing the instructional materials center with visual aids, curtains, etc.

Forms of cooperation

1. “Clusters ”

A “cluster” consists of approximately 5 T.L.s and meets twice per trimester. The TLs discuss the course of affairs in their library. If possible, solutions will be submitted. They also work together on collecting material. They also exchange books. 

2. Non-governmental organizations and foundation

The instructional materials center will participate in the Children’s Book Festival which is organized every year. This festival extends over six days, during which all sorts of activities (such as reading aloud, storytelling, recitation, drama, music) are pursued around a theme.

· Stichting Lobi. This foundation engages in family planning. It organizes workshops for the benefit of the Teacher Librarians, so that they may transfer this information to the students during the informative lessons.

Public Libraries in Suriname

The foundation Stichting Cultureel Centrum Suriname is the umbrella organization which carries Public Libraries in its portfolio.

In addition, the foundation manages:

1. a theatre, “De Eddy Wessels Gehoorzaal”, where presentations and theatrical performances are held;

2. a school of music, “De Volksmuziekschool”, where residents of Suriname (of all ages) are offered inexpensive music lessons.

The foundation’s object is to play a part in cultural education and training at national level. The foundation is subsidized by the Ministry of Education. The salaries of its personnel are paid by the government.

The Public Library

A director is in charge of the day-to-day management of the library. He is accountable to the board of the foundation.

The Public Library is now undergoing reorganization. Yet, it is trying to still carry out the tasks assigned to it.

On Wednesday, 08 May 2002, the draft Public Libraries Regulations in Suriname was presented to the foundation’s board. An impulse was given to the organization of public libraries on a legal basis.

The Regulations lay down the purposes, functions and responsibilities of Public Libraries. Up to now, only house rules were in place.

Adults Section

This section is accessible for persons of 14 years and older. The number of members is now ...

Youth Section

The library has lowered the age limit from 6 to 4 years. With the materials designed especially for this age group, the Stichting Cultureel Centrum Suriname wishes to familiarize the littlest ones with books to so promote the enjoyment of reading at an early age already.

There is a cooperation with the Stichting Klimop. This foundation trains crèche assistants and its object is to acquaint children with books. To honour the child’s right to free access to literature, as of 01 October 1999, every second child from a family registering will be eligible for a free subscription of one year.

Branch Libraries

The Public Library has seven branches spread over the capital city and the districts. The branches as well have both youth and adult sections.

The Mobile Library

The Public Library has one mobile library, which visits neighbourhoods where there are no libraries.

Homes for the Elderly

Collections are composed for homes for the elderly and are fetched from time to time.

Hospitals

The CCS has donated a permanent collection to two hospitals. These collections are supplemented from time to time.

Domestic contacts

· Stichting Projekten Protestants Christelijk Onderwijs.

Every year, the CCS participates in the children’s book festival. Often, the foundation Protestant Education Projects is approached for participation in CCS-organized activities to promote reading.

· Pater Albrinck Stichting

This foundation receives donations from the Netherlands and forwards these to the CCS.

· For activities involving the school youth, schools are requested to participate.

· The Embassy of the United States of America

The United States Embassy has installed an American Corner in the CCS. American Corners are partnerships between the United States Embassy and especially selected institutions and host countries. They offer visitors access to recent and reliable information on the United States by way of books, internet, and local programmes for the general public.

The American Corner is a small library where sufficient books, CD-ROMs, videos, DVDs and special programmes are available for visitors. Worldwide, there are 318 American corners. The CCS has made space available for the American Corner.

Foreign Contacts

· In 1998 the CCS entered into a cooperative relation with the Cultural Foundation Amapa in Brazil.

· The Ministry of Education, Culture and Sciences of the Netherlands. It refers trainees to Suriname. For the shipping of books to Suriname, the CCS can always appeal to the above ministry.

· Twinning with Antwerp. Excellent relations are maintained with this working group. It has donated material to the CCS and has also been approached for the upgrading of CCS employees.

· The Nederlands Bibliotheek en Lektuur Centrum – the Netherlands library and reading center (NBLC). CCS has the opportunity to place orders with the NBLC which also acts as a consultant towards the CCS.

· The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, registered in The Hague. The establishment of a Surinamese branch of this federation will ensure that libraries in Suriname will attain and maintain as high a standard as possible.

We deem it an honour to be invited to this Conference, and we hope that we may establish many good contacts in favour of libraries in Suriname.
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